ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


April 217, 1989 


Erwin E. Brauer 
712 Kingsley Street 
Normal, IL 61761 


Dear Erwin: 


Because of your enthusiasm for American coin detector scales 
and their patents I felt I should tell you that we just 
bought the Gorlick collection to add to ours. This was a 
group of 29 U.S. coin scales. The reason I am WELteing you 
is so that any time you happen to come to St. Louis you may 
see them. I believe you will enjoy the combined holdings. 
Naturally we have nearly all types and many varieties of 
some types. You may wish to study them for your research. 
Check beforehand to see if I am in St. Louis. 


I found a patent of February 25, 1895 stamped upon a 
Fairbanks scale and this is unlisted by Mallis. Do you 
know of this? 

Thanks for your past cooperation. 
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Eric ¥. ewman 






ERWIN E. BRAUER 


712 Kingsley St. Normal, Illinois 
309/452-2217 







ERWIN E. BRAUER 


RARE COINS AND ANTIQUES 





712 Kingsley Street 
Normal, Illinois 61761 
(309) 452-2217 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


February 15, 1991 


Mr. Erwin E. Brauer 
712 Kingsley Street 
Normal, IL 61/761 


Dear Erwin: 


The comedy of errors I started by not being specific in my 2/4/91 letter 
to you goes on. 


I need the first page of the drawings of Patent 470,083 and of Patent 504,684. 
You send me an extra copy of the second page of those drawings and the first 
pages of the text. If you still can favor me with the first page of the 
drawings of each, I will be grateful. Thank you. 


If you will pardon a pun, I can say my original request was not patent enough. 


The need for a cover for the changer probably didn't help stop sticky fingers, 
as you pointed out. 


Sincerely, 
Eric P. Newman 


EPN: bv 







Sw oN. Eo. B ROA U ER 


RARE COINS AND ANTIQUES 





712 Kingsley Street 
Normal, Illinois 61761 
(309) 452-2217 


Peopruary 26, 1991 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
Sie, ours, MO 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


I think I finally understand the problem.with 
the Staats patent papers. 


>ince Staats is not a patent model, I have not 
studied the copies since making them. It was at the 
end of a day of fighting a microfilm machine that 
Gid not want to work. Actually that is normal at the 
Marae re uolie Lierary. Occas tonally they nave no 
operating machines. 


Obviously I overshot the first drawing since 
the machine only had fast speed and no reverse. 
So I have a note and will retrieve those pages for 
Deen my nex Trim, .'* tl). send you a copy’. 


Have you ever sent for copies of the Patent 
Application files for models or patents which you are 
interested in? If you need the address, I can look 
it up, I don't have it nere at work. Sometimes the 
correspondence is quite interesting as the inventor 
ana Patenc Office argue over what is acceptable. Let 
me know. 


Sincerely, 
4 
ee eg 7 ff ee 
Ceres 
Erwin. Ea Brauer 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


March 4, 1991 


Mr. Erwin E. Brauer 
712 Kingsley Street 
Normal, IL 61761 


Dear Erwin: 


How nice of you to make the suggestion that I inquire as to the corres- 
pondence relating to the granting of patents on coin scales. I am sure 
that any such correspondence will be very interesting as historical 
background as well as determining who is the real inventor and what 
that inventor was thinking about. 


I will line up the patents which I believe may yield promising data 
and will be ready to write for copies as soon as you furnish me with 
the proper address and method to obtain this supporting data. 


If you wish to undertake obtaining it, you will be reimbursed for any 
cost. 


I look forward to your obtaining the first page of each of the Staats 


patents which are missing whenever you have the opportunity to obtain 
them. 


My very kindest regards. 





EPN: bv 


A. George Mallis 
Lieutenant Colonel (AUS-Ret!) 
788 Stony HLL Road 
Wilbzaaham, Massachusetts, 07095 


March 9, 1991 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

Se. Leuls, MO., 63105 


Dear Eric; 


Your letter to Erwin Brauer was most intriguing. Some of that information 
would certainly add to the value of our book. The information on the 
following patents would, in my opinion, be most helpful. 
, 7/0 os 
H. Any inf¢ mation on H. G. Robinson, Pat. No. 9844 and G. B. Smith, 
Pat. No~’°$997. These were the first and second patents issued in 
1853. and = any background material would be interesting to 
determine why these inventions came about. 


H(Z9H%0 ti [a2fsx 


Zs J. Allender devices are among the most common and background here 
FJ. tlerper would be of interest. - Yirleo 
19973 116,390 12/57 27/40 
(224/57 3. oH. Maranville was the inventor of three different devices and #253¢57 
here again background information would be of interest. 4/3078 
af r9/9 e 


4. J.T. McNally and W. H. Harrison Design Pat. No. 12,795 produced a 
device that was later produced by "The Fairbanks Infallible Scale 
Co." of Baltimore, MD. whose manager was the same W. H. Harrison. 
Later this same scale was produced by "Fairbanks". It would be of 
interest to know just how these various entities interlocked, if 
they did, or how did Fairbanks get the use of McNally/Harrison 
patent. 


I believe that it may be possible to optically scan the present Patent 
Office copies of the patents and put them into the computer word 
processor. I intend to try this theory out this coming week and will let 
you know the results. 


As I mentioned to you, Mike Hodder thought that they might be interested 
in publishing our new book. It may be an idea for you to talk to Dave 
Bowers and get his own reaction. 


Sincerely; 


A. George Mallis 


' ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


March 13, 1991 


Mr. Erwin E. Brauer 
712 Kingsley Street 
Normal, IL 61761 


Dear Erwin: 


In accordance with my letter of March 4, 1991, I am delighted to have 

you help A. George Mallis and myself with the best method of getting 

the detail as to any correspondence with respect to a few important 

patents in the counterfeit coin detector area. If you wish to participate, 
we would be pleased. If you want to give us the information as to how 

to develop the topic, that would be very helpful. The particular patents 
on which we would like any correspondence are as follows: 


H. G. Robinson Pat. #9844 PIAZIVGSS 
G. B. Smith #9997 9/6/1853 
J. Allender #13840 14/27) 8855 
H. Maranville #16390 1/13/1857 
F. J. Herper #18973 12/29/1857 
H. Maranville #27140 2/14/1860 
H. Maranville #203057 4/30/1878 
J. T. McNally & Design Pat. 

W. H. Harrison #12,795 2/28/1882 


Let us hear from you. Your continued cooperation will I hope lead to 
new and interesting developments. 


Si rely, 


re 


cd a, 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN:bv 


c: A. George Mallis 





EmMWdIN E. BRAUER 


RARE COINS AND ANTIQUES 









712 Kingsley Street 
Normal, Illinois 61761 
(309) 452-2217 


MP. Eric P. Newman 
6450. Cecil Avenue 
ote Outs. MG. 65105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Sorry for the delay in writing, I have been busy. 
However, we did make an unplanned trip to Chicago and I 
have enclosed copies of the elusive page one for the two 
patents we have been corresponding about. 


As usual, the microfilm equipment was in abysmal 
condition so I could not get large nor. very clear copies. 
A copy of each from the Offical Gazette is also enclosed 
to assist in interpretation. I sure hope they get some 
new equipment to go into that new library they are build- 
oo anv Chroaco . 


lite Second subject is the Patent Application files 
for the patents mentioned in your letter of March 13th. 
Unfortunately, I just do not have the time to obtain them 
for you, but I will assist you in any way possible. 


Tre ecortespencence and forms, etc. that accompanied 
each patent application is available from the National 
Archives. You write to the following address, stating 
that you would like copies of the Patent Application Files 
for the following patents, listing number, name and date 
as You said) in your letter. Then, they go count how many 
pages there are in the file and send you a bill for so™much 
a page (It used to be 15¢), you send a check and they send 
the copies in a few weeks. 


Some patents were easily approved and there are only a 

Tew TOrms Or pages. Some go up to 50 pages if there was a 
lot of arguing back and forth. Those are the really inter- 
atents. Then 


you get those patents and can build quite a file. 


page 2 


Can I assume that you already have the patents for 
the ones you listed? 1 recognize several on your list and 
have those patents, but not the application files since I 
do not have the models for any of those. 


Write to: General Services Administration 
National Archives and Records Service 
GET & E SEreGes.. NW. 
Washington, D.C. .20408 


State that you would like a price for the Application 
Files for the following patents from Record Group 241. 


On the Design Patent, see what they say. I know that 
the National Archives and Record Service has all Design 
Patents under #10,000 but 12,795 may be close enough that 
they also have that... If not, they should direct you back 
to the Patent Office. The Archives are much better about 
communicating than the Patent Office. 


My best guess is that there are no application file 
records for the Design Patents in either place since a 
desion 4s! just that, @ unique design, net,.a mechanical 
devise. There is nothing to argue about. That is probably 
why John Gault went with a Design Patent for his encased 
postage stamps rather than taking the time to go through 
the tegqular Patent process. 


If you have any other questions, let me know. Once 
you get past the bureaucrats, these get very interesting. 


Lastly, I do not remember if I have sent you a copy 
of one of the numismatic models which I have, so one is 
enclosed. This one is very funny, and most unique! You 
hold the zinc washer against a coin and stick your tongue 
through the hole. The model is about the diameter of a 
half dollar and is engraved with Baker and Simonton's 
names, and has the patent tag attached. How is that for 
Simplicity? i have not. tried. it. myselt. 


Happy hunting! 





Brauer 


4/9/91 

Erwin E. Brauer 

Your April 2, 1991 letter 

to me did not enclose copies 
of page 1 of the 2 patents 

you were nice enough to locate 
for me. You stated that you 
were enclosing them. 


Please recheck. 


—, 
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FROM THE DESK of ERIC P. NEWMAN 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mr. Erwin E. Brauer December 1, 2000 
712 S. Kinghsley St. 
Normal, IL 61761 


Dear Erwin: 


I recently learned that you acquired the Porter Counterfeit Detector of the Smythe 
Auction. I that instructions with it and I would like to ask you for a photocopy of the 
instructions at your convenience. 

As to the scale amd counterfeit coin detector book which George Maallis and I 
wrote together it would be most welcome if you made any suggestions for additions, 
improvements, etc. I rushed its completion because George was not well and I wanted 
him to enjoy its publication. As you know he died about | year after it carne out, but it 
gave him much joy. 

If you ever visit St. Louis as you once threatened be sure to let me know. 


Thrive, 


Eric P. Newman 


Erwin Brauer 
106 Sandra Lane 
Normal, Illinois 61761 
309 - 452 - 2217 


December 4, 2000 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: . 


It was nice to hear from you again after a long time. I have been very busy and remiss 
in not responding to your counterfeit coin detector book since, like you, detectors are 
one of my specialties. 


I have had the book for some time. As soon as David Bowers mentioned it in a 
catalog, I ordered a copy. Lots of information! 


For now, I am enclosing a copy of the Porter Counterfeit Detector instructions. They 
came with the item as a Xerox copy, not a printed original, if that is how they were 
issued. I have not yet done any research yet to find out the approximate date of these. 


As to the subject of your book, when I get some time, I can supply a little additional 
information. I had expectations of selling my restaurant and retiring to part-time, but one 
adjacent parcel owner is a definite s.o.b., so I remain busy for now. 


[ have the original patent model for Baker & Simonton, patent #202,691, page 
Il -2E-11. A photo can be supplied later, if needed. It is a zinc disc about the size of 
a half dollar, with the hole as shown, and hand engraving of their names around the flat 
surfaces. 


I also have the patented part, the plate with slits, for the combined postal scale and 
counterfeit detector by Hoag, #216,184, page IV - 4 - 13. There was one of these 
complete devices auctioned off in the last year for about $3,500 which was more than I 
could afford, so I do not know who has it. 


There may be some other tidbits of information to pass along. I'll write you again 
later. 


Sincerely, 


Erv Brauer 


How to Operate the 


PORTER 


Counterfeit 


DETECTOR 
7 


Invented by CAPTAIN PORTER 
of the United States Secret Service, 
now and for over 30 years at Chicago 


Signatures and Finger Prints 


Will last forever 


Exclusive General Export Agents 
L F & D EQUIPMENT (EXPORT) CO. 
442 COMMERCIAL STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO 11, CALIFORNIA, U. S. A. 


CABLES "'REBUL'* SAN FRANCISCO 





UATE TATTLE SESS a 


Instructions and Tests 








For Currency, Checks, Bonds, Coupons, 


Simple in operation. Scientifically constructed 
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Porter Counterfeit Detector 


The device consists of fine French glass, 
ruled in diamond-cut lines into innumer- 
able small squares. The trimmings and 
appliances are brass; the base board and 
hinged case, mahogany. A genuine bill is 
placed under one side of the glass, the sus- 
pected bill under the other. The minute 
subdivision of each square can be separately 
inspected and the counterfeit easily 
detected. 


INSTRUCTIONS 


The glass is packed separately. Place glass (ruled 
side down) under the upper, lower and left hand, 
lettered and numbered, brass clips. Note the verti- 
cal spring at the right (under glass); spring is to 
hold the glass firmly in place, press the glass and 
see the spring function. Loosen the two thumb 
screws at the right and push the right hand clip 
over the glass, using curved handle. Now tighten 
the two thumb screws and the device is complete, 
ready for service. Always accurate, simple to 
operate. : 


In making a test for a counterfeit, remove the 
glass. Place the suspected bill on the lower shifting 
plate and a good bill on the upper plate. Smooth 
out the bills and have them laying as nearly paral- 
lel to the plate as possible. Put glass back in place 
and adjust the two shifting plates by means of the 
four knobs, two on each plate. Complete the adjust- 
ment, having the bills in identically the same loca- 
tion, as determined by the guide letters and num- 
bers on the brass clips. Tighten the thumb screws. 
Now the bills can be compared by the vertical line 
tests, horizontal line tests and the measurement 
test. 


TESTS 


‘The vertical line test is made by shifting the plates 
«o that the left edges of black printing of both bills 
are directly under guide line 1-1. Then trace on 
vertical. lines half way across bill from the left to 
determine if there are discrepancies. Again adjust 
lates so that the right edges of these bills are 
directly under guide line 29-29, and trace vertical 
‘ines again half way across bill, from the right. 


The horizontal lime test is made in like manner 
‘yy use of horizontal guide lines A-A to M-M. 


The measurement test is made by selecting the 
tame. detail of the printing or engraving on both 
ills, and by use of the shifting plates placing it 
in the same relative position in regard to convenient 
vertical-or horizontal lines and noting difference 
in size, shape, etc. For example, place seal of both 
bills contiguous to a convenient vertical and hori- 
zontal line, and this process can be repeated with 
svery detail of the printing and engraving. 


‘CAUTION NOTE 


Genuine bills may vary in length one-eighth 
inch. Do not regard length of bill as of 
importance in determining genuineness. 
Tests should be applied only to the black 
printing or engraving on the face of bills. 
The seals and numerals are put on after 
bill is printed, and are not in the same 


relative position. 


The only scientific method of detecting counterfeit currency, coupons, etc: 
The one practical method of comparing signatures, finger prints, etc. 
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Henry VIII Hotel 
4690 North Lindbergh ¢ St. Louis, MO 63044 ¢ (314) 731-3040 


Fractional Currency & Counterfeit Detectors 
aie 


2893 


2894 


2895 


2896 


2897 


2898 


2899 


2900 





(800)622-1880 


Thirteen Different Fractional Types. Fr.1226, 
1230, 1239, 1242, 1244, 1255, 1261, 1266, 1267, 
1301, 1309 (2), 1312. VG to AU. The 15 Cent is EF, 
the 50 Cent AU. [13] ($200-250) 


Small Mixed Fractional Selection. Fr.1227, 1265, 
1266, 1258, 1267, 1301, 1307, 1308 (3), 1309, 1312. 
Fine to AU, average VF+. Some badly trimmed, 
but none damaged. [12] ($150-200) 


Circulated Fractional Group. Fr.1255, 1257, 1265, 
1265 (satirically altered), 1281 (a non-Treasury 
product), 1301, 1308, 1376. Fair to EF. The 1281 is 
a nice sharp example with the wrong “American 
Bank Note Co.” logo at the bottom right. [8] 
($100-125) 


Mixed Circulated Fractional Selection. Fr.1226, 
1242, 1255, 1261,.1265.(2),.1267, 1294, 1295, 1309, 
1331, 1362, 1376, 1381 (2), 1231-SP N.M. Obv., 
1231-SP N.M. Rev., 1244-SP N.M. Obv., 1244-SP 
N.M. Rev. Fair to EE, a couple with some damage, 
one extensive. The Spinner and Justice notes are 
not Treasury products, but made by a contempo- 
rary competitor. [19] ($200-300) 


25 Cent. Fr.1290. Fine; Fr.1297. VG, stained and 
damaged; Fr.1301. EF; Fr.1309. AU; 50 Cent. 
Fr.1322. F-VF; Fr.1376. EF, aged and slightly dam- 
aged; 5 Cent. Fr.1232-SP Wide Margin Obverse. 
EF, mounting at the side. [7] ($150-200) 


High Grade Fourth & Fifth Issue Group. Fr.1257, 
1266, 1267, 1308. The 15 Cent is EF-AU, tight at 
the right, the others Uncirculated, one tightly 
trimmed and one witha pinhole. [4]  ($100-150) 


Uncirculated Fifth Issue Group. Fr.1265, 1266, 
1309 (2), 1381. Uncirculated, some closely 
trimmed, but none into the design. [5] ($125-150) 


Block of Error Stamps 


3 Cent California Statehood Stamps. Scott #997. 
Corner block of nine, the perforations badly mis- 
aligned, the horizontal perforations fully below 
CALIFORNIA. Mint condition, a bit wavy. 
($200-300) 


Please note that a 10% buyer’s premium 


will be added to each lot purchased. 
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Invented by Captain Porter of the United States 
Secret Service, this device was used to detect 
counterfeit currency, bonds and coupons, and t 
compare signatures and finger prints. A copy of 
the instructions is included. Lightly worn on the 
outside wood surfaces, otherwise excellent. Only 
the third example we have seen in fifteen years. 
($1,250-1,500) 
The device consists of fine French glass, ruled in diamond- 
cut lines into innumerable small squares. Trimmed in brass, 
the base board and case are mahogany. A genuine item 1s 
placed in the top half, where it can be compared, square by 
square with the item in question. 


2902 Heath’s Infallible Counterfeit Detector... by 


Laban Heath. 1873 Banking House and Counting 
Room Edition (large size). Brown covers lightly 
scuffed and a few small stains, but the binding 
strong. Contents generally just lightly aged. 
Contains the Fractional Currency plate and some 
miscellaneous plates, but no full or half-note 
plates. ($200-300) 


2903 Heath’s Infallible Counterfeit Detector... by 


Laban Heath. Boston. 1870 Pocket Edition (small 
size). Green covers with little scuffing, the bind- 
ing solid. As Eric Newman’s excellent treatise on 
this series shows, there is no “standard” selection 
of plates in the Heath books - they are nearly all 
different. This one contains a truly excellent 
selection of plates, including the full $100 Boston, 
$20 New York, $10 Chicago notes (both faces and 
backs), and the Fractional Currency plate, all 
bright, with virtually no aging or foxing. A pre- 
mium example of this popular book. ($200-300) 


R.M. Snupy the 4 .Goe7, tac 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mr. Edwin Brauer December 11, 2000 


106 Sandra Lane 
Normal, IL 61761 


Dear Erv : 


Thank you for the Porter instructions. I thought what you bought would have 
original instructions as indicated in the catalog. 

I look forward to your suggestions and information on the book. I congratulate 
you on the patent models you have. I would like their pictures when convenient. Perhaps 


a photocopy of the disc would be clear. 
As to the value of a Hoag page IV-4-13 etc. I would not be too influenced in some 
situations to an announced auction price because sometimes this is artificially created by 


the owner for a subsequent sale. 
Being in the restaurant business 1s a 30 hour day so I realize your predicament. 
Perhaps your customers do not want you to retire. 
I hope I hear from you sooner than the last gap. 


Thrive, 


7 


Eric P. Newman 


ERWIN E. BRAUER 
712 South Kingsley Street 
Normal, IL 61761 
Phone (309)452-1047 
Mobile (309)824-0713 


July 19, 2001 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


I finally got some time to dig out two patent models for items mentioned in 
your book, Patent 202,691, A. J. Baker and J. W. Simonton, April 23, 1878 and 
Patent 216,184, G. Hoag, June 3, 1879. 


The Baker piece is a zinc dick 1 inch in diameter and 3/32 inch thick, plain 
edge. One side is hand engraved “Electric Gold or Silver Coin Test”, the other 
side says “A. J. Baker + J. W. Simonton”. The receiving and patent tags are in 
excellent condition. 


The other model is from a Hoag scale such as was sold by Stack’s Jan 12 & 13, 
1999, lot 476. Unfortunately, the tags are water stained as is often the situation 
because of poor government storage practices. The model is just the top brass 
plate of the scale with two arms on the bottom for attaching to the rest of the 
scale. There are no markings. 


There is no way of knowing if an entire scale was submitted to the Patent Office 
and the plate came off during handling. However, it was not at all uncommon for 
only the important part to be submitted, thus saving the inventor money. 


These are the only counterfeit detector models in my large collection of 
numismatic related models. If you need any additional information, please let me 


know. 


Tae 


Erwin E. Brauer 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


To: Erwin L. Brauer 
712 S. Kingsley St. 
Normal, IL 61761 


From: Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Date: August 8, 2001 

Thanks so much for the information on your wonderful holdings of counterfeit 
coin detector patent models. I will certainly use it in any new edition of my book. 

I have been steadily adding to my coin scale collection and enjoy the study of 


them very much. Are you getting any new ones? 


My best to you. 





pat med ls 
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